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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 21 directs to a recording program without specify the location of the 
program (See MPEP 2100). 

Claim 22 directs to a medium for storing the data without specifying that the 
medium is a computer readable medium and the program is encoded and recorded 
on the medium. (See MPEP 2100. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 1-4,6,11-14,16, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Takahashi et al (7295756). 

Regarding claims 1 and 1 1 , Takahashi discloses a method for recording a 
plurality of data, at least a part of which are simultaneously received, onto a recording 
medium with the use of a recording apparatus (Figs. 1,9-11, column 1) for recording the 
data, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) detecting continuous vacant regions in the recording medium; 

(b) selecting, from the detected vacant regions, for each of the data, at least one vacant 
region having a recording capacity larger than data size of said each of the data; and 

(c) recording corresponding data onto the selected vacant regions (column 1 , column 5, 
lines 40-55, column 6, lines 40-55), respectively. 

Regarding claims 2 and 12, Takahashi teaches the method as set forth in claim 
1 , wherein: the recording apparatus includes temporary memory means (5) for 
temporarily storing partial data, which is a part of the data to be recorded onto the 
recording medium, and 
the step (c) includes the step of: 

(d) allocating memory regions of the temporary memory means to the data, 
respectively, when the plurality of data are simultaneously supplied to said recording 
apparatus so as to be recorded. 

Regarding claims 3 and 13 Takahashi teaches the method as set forth in claim 
1, wherein: the recording medium has TOC information, and the continuous vacant 
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regions are obtained, in the (a) step, in accordance with the TOC information (column 
5, line 62 to column 6, line 27). 

Regarding claims 4 and 14, Takahashi teaches the method as set forth in claim 
1 , further comprising the steps of: 

(e) calculating recordable data input time of each of the continuous vacant regions 
detected in the (a) step, which recordable data input time is time required for the data 
which are inputted to the recording apparatus and correspond to the vacant region; and 

(f) acquiring data input time during which the data 

are inputted to the recording apparatus, wherein: in the step (b), a vacant region having 
recordable data input time longer than the data input time is selected for each of the 
data in accordance with (i) the recordable data input time calculated in the step (e), and 
(ii) the data input time acquired in the step (f) (column 6, line 61 to column 7, line 20). 

Regarding claims 6 and 16, Takahashi discloses the method as set forth in 
claim 1 , wherein: in the step (b), the selection of the respective vacant regions for the 
simultaneously inputted data is carried out such that data to be recorded later is 
recorded onto a vacant region located in a downstream side with respect-to a vacant 
region for data to be recorded earlier (Fig. 9-11). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 5,8-10 15 and 18-20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Fukuda teaches recording data in the selected tracks of a 
medium. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUY T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7378. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM -6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Q. Tran can be reached on (571) 272-7382. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/HUY T NGUYEN/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2621 
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